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SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

O  N     T  H  E 

Prefenc  State 

O    F 

AFFAIRS,  &c. 

SIR, 

I  Have  taken  the  Liberty,  according  to 
your  own  Defire,  of  giving  you  my 
Opinion  concerning  what  will  be  pro- 
bably the  principal  Subject  ofDebare 
this  Seffions  of  Parhamenr,  with  my  Senti- 
ments on  the  Points  themfelves,  as  well  £S 
fome  Account  of  the  principal  Adors  on 
that  Stage.  This  being  the  fird  Time  of 
your  Appearance  in  that  publick  AfTembly, 
it  is  highly  proper  you  fliould  be  informed 
of  what  you  are  to  meet  with  there,  with- 
out which  you  might  be  liable  to  make  buc 
an  indifferent  Figure,  as  well  as  fubjed  to 
be  led  into  great  Mitlakes. 

B  Ic 
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Ic  IS  now  above  Thirty  Years  fince  I  firft 
was  employ'd  in  this  publick  Station,  andl 
have  conftantly  obferved  that  Men  undo 
themfelves  at  their  firft  fetting  out  in  the 
World,  by  running  inconfiderately  into 
Ibme  Party.  They  often  fall  into  a  wrong 
one,  which  is  mofl;  likely,  becaufe  there  is 
always  more  Art,  and  more  Defign,  in  thac 
Quarter,  than  in  the  other ;  and  they  are 
then  reduced  to  the  melancholy  Neceflity 
of  continuing  for  ever  in  the  wrong  Way, 
or  of  lofing  their  Characters  by  changing 
it  for  another. 

To  avoid  this  Inconvenience,  you  iliould 
guard  yourfelf,  as  much  as  poflible  you 
can,  againfl;  the  Spirit  of  Fadion,  which  is 
always  prevalent  in  a  Country  of  Liberty, 
It  fpreads  itielf  thro'  all  Ages,  and  all  De- 
grees of  Men ;  but  ic  is  more  efpecially 
predominant  in  young  Country  Gentlemen 
like  yourfelf,  thac  Time  of  Life  being  com- 
monly bcft  pleafed  with  any  thing  thac  fa- 
vours of  Oppoficion  or  Ridicule. 

Ic  would  preferve  a  grcac  Number  of 
Perfons  from  being  feduced  by  this  natural 
Infirmity,  if  they  would  confider,  thac  ic 
Riay  prove  of  as  ill  Confequence  to  a  Na- 
tion  for  ever  to  oppofe  the  Meafures  of  a 
Prince,  as  to,  abandon  onefclf  entirely  to 
Jiis  arbitrary  Will.  As  the  latter  would  in- 
fallibly reduce  us  into  Slavery,  fo  the  for- 
mer would  inevitably  plunge  us  into  Anar- 
chy 
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chy  and  Confufion  ;  but  the  one  being  too 
{hocking  for  any  Man  to  do,  or  at  lealt  for 
fo  many  as  to  make  it  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, we  ought  more  particularly  to 
guard  againil  the  other,  of  which  we  have 
frequent  Inflances  every  Day. 

It  is  not  at  all  furprifing  if  we  are,  at 
firfl,    apt  to  conclude  a  Minifler  to  be  in 
the  Wrong,    becaufe    many    Men  of  Di- 
flindion   and  feeming  Merit  oppofe  him. 
'Till  a  Man  has  been  fome  time  converfant 
in  the  World,    he  will  not  eafily  be   con- 
vinced that  humane  Nature  is  fo  corrupt ; 
lie  will  find  it  diiEcult  to  conceive  that  we 
/hould   be   capable  of  facrificing   our  Ho- 
nour and  Confcience    to   our  Refentment ; 
but  we  live  in  an  Age  too   degenerate  for 
any  one  to  continue  long  in   this  Error. 
He  will  quickly  find  there  are  Men,  or  ra- 
ther Monflers,  that,  muflled  in  the  Cloaks 
of  Loyalty  and  Patriotifm,  are  perpetually 
watching  Opportunities  to  aflairmate  both 
their  Prince  and  their  Country. 

The  Nature  of  the  Poll  of  a  firll  Mini- 
fler  neceilarily  attracts  the  Envy  of  the 
World  ,•  then  furely  a  Situation  fo  ex- 
pos'd  to  the  Strokes  of  Fortune,  fo  impof- 
ilble  to  be  maintain'd  without  difobliging 
Multitudes,  is  very  little  defirable  ;  yec 
we  fee  it  the  Endeavour  of  every  ambi- 
tious Man  to  overturn  the  Perfon  that  pof- 
felTes  that  Place,  and  to  come  in  his  Pwoom. 

B  z  This 
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This  is  almofl  the  never- failing  End  ofgreac 
Men,  and  they  have  hardly  any  Comfort, 
but  a  certain  AiTurancc  that  their  Succcflbrs 
will  meet  with  the  fame  Fate. 

Of  this  Set  of  Men  there  are  always  a 
great  Number  in  every  Age.  In  our  own 
we  have  one  in  particular,  whofe  fole  Aini 
appears  to  be,  the  making  him.felf  infamous 
to  Poftcrity  for  Malice  and  Envy  ;  as  we 
have  another  who  prides  himfelf  in  having 
exceeded  any  one  of  his  Species  in  In- 
llances  of  Ingratitude. 

On  the  other  Hand,  there  is  a  Minifter, 
who,  if  you  believe  the  worthy  Gentle- 
men juft  mention'd,  is  infinitely  a  greater 
Proficient  in  the  infamous  Prisdices  that 
may  undo  a  Country,  than  all  the  Sej anus's 
and  IVolfefs  in  the  World  together  ;  aa 
Embezzeler  of  the  publick  Monies,  a  Pen- 
fioner  in  foreign  Courts,  and  a  Blunderbufs 
in  Politicks. 

But  the  Misfortune  is,  thefc  Gentlemen 
do  themlelves  more  Prejudice  by  thefe  Af- 
fertions,  than  any  Body  Q\{(t.  They  have, 
in  many  of  their  Papers  (I  need  not  lay 
on  what  Views)  extoU'd  the  Judgment  of 
his  Majefly,  and  commended  his  AfTcdioa 
to  his  People;  How  weak  muft  it  then  be 
in  them,  to  call  him  a  Villain  and  a  Block- 
head, who  is  chofen  as  the  mod  capable  and 
mod  dcferving  Perfon,  by  the  mod  hcneft, 
and   moft  dilcerning  Prince,    according  to 

their 
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their  own  Confeflion  ?  I  am  fenfible  they 
may  anfwer,  that  the  wifeft  Man  may  be 
deceived ;  but  then  he  will  not  be  deceived 
by  a  Fool;  nor  can  he  be  blinded  to  Faults 
fif  any  fuch  there  were)  which  are  pointed 
out  in  the  plained  Terms  to  him  every 
Day. 

It  is  the  Property  of  a  wife  and  honed 
Minifter,  to  defpife  the  vain  Attempts  of 
this  Kind  of  Men  ;  and  knowing  himfelf 
thoroughly  attached  to  the  Intereft  of  his 
Country,  to  be  without  Apprehenfions  of 
any  thing  they  can  do  to  him  ;  and  fo 
far  the  prefent  Gentleman  in  the  Admini- 
Uration  is  as  wife  and  honefl:   as  any  one 

that   ever   enjoy  d  his  Pofi: He  bears 

them  no  Efteem  for  their  pretended  Ta- 
triotifm^  nor  entertains  the  leafi  Fear  of 
them  for  their  real  Malice. 

Every  Day  produces  freih  Inflances  of 
thefe  perfonal  Animofities  ;  and  thefe  per- 
fonal  Animofities  produce  frefli  Struggles 
between  two  Perfons,  the  one  endeavour- 
ing to  preferve  his  Poft,  perhaps  only  to 
ikeep  his  Enemy  out  of  it ;  the  other  witfi 
as  much  Probability  contending  for  it,  fing- 
iy  with  a  View  of  doing  thofe  Things  truly 
himfelf,  of  which  he  accufes  his  Adverfary 
faifely. 

Thefe  ridiculous  Difputes  would  be  far 
beneath  our  Noiice,  if  the  Confequences 
of  them  were  not  of  much  greater  Mo- 
'^'  meat, 
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menr,  if  they  were  not  extremely  preju- 
dicial  ro  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain^  in 
the  Hindrance  they  occafion  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Meafurcs  both  at  Home  and  A- 
broad.  They  not  only  obftrud  the  For- 
mation of  them,  Jet  them  be  ever  fo  pru- 
dent, but  they  have  Jikewife  as  bad  an 
Efied  on  them  when  they  come  to  be  put 
in  Execution. 

Let  the  Authors  on  the  other  Side  make 
as  great  a  Joke  of  it  as  they  pleafe,  yet 
I  am  confident   it   will   appear   very  rea- 
fonable    to   any  impartial  Judgment,    that 
fuch  a  Spirit  of  Contention   muft  render 
us  very  contemptible  to  our  Neighbours; 
and   that   the   Meafures   of   his  Majefly, 
tho'  they   have   had   as    much  Succefs  as 
we  could  reafonable  dcfire  fand  much  more, 
I  am  fure,    than  we  could  reafonably  ex- 
ped,  confidering  all  Things)  yet  they  had 
Hill  procured  us  more  Advantages,  and  thofe 
Advantages  had  been  obtain'd  in  lefs  Time, 
and   with  lefs  Difficulties,    but   for   thefe 
unnatural  Diflentions  among  ourfelves. 

As  the  Inftability  of  Councils  in  a  limi- 
ted Monarchy  is  u^ell  known  to  be  the 
only  Misfortune  attending  on  it,  fo  the  con- 
trary is  the  only  Blefling  of  arbitrary  Go- 
vernments. They  have  the  Happinefs  of 
meeting  with  no  Oppofition  in  conduc- 
ing any  AfJair  they  engage  in,  which  is  fo 
neccffary  in  Things  of  this  Kind,  that  bad 

Meafures 
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Meafures  will  often  have  Succefs  from  a 
brisk  Execution  of  them,  when  good  ones 
will  fail  by  a  faint  one. 

If  our  Affairs  had  gone  on  in  a  lefs  pros- 
perous Manner,  and  thofe  Calamities  had 
fallen  on  the  Nation  which  they  only  fay 
have,  and  probably  wilh  had  fallen  on  us, 
the  Blame,  in  that  Cafe,  had  been  fo  far 
from  lying  at  that  Door  where  they  have 
laid  it,  that  it  had  entirely  been  due  to 
themfelves,  who  took  Advantage  of  the 
weak  Side  of  their  Country,  and  let  in 
the  Enemy  at  the  Back-door,  which  they 
fhould  have  guarded  with  the  greatefl  Con* 
cord  and  Unanimity. 

Their  Intentions  have  been  fufpicious 
in  this  Refpedt :  They  have  been  notorious 
in  another.  If  they  gave  us  Occafion  to 
doubt  their  Zeal  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  oppofing  good  Meafures,  at  fo 
critical  a  Jundure,  when  it  had  been  dan- 
gerous even  to  oppofe  bad  ones,  they  have 
given  us  no  room  to  be  deceived  in  their 
Duty  to  their  Sovereign,  by  their  feditious 
Libels  and  Pamphlets.  They  could  propofe 
but  three  Things  by  their  Writings ;  either 
to  convince  the  King  that  the  Meafures  he 
had  ftamp'd  with  his  Approbation  were 
weak  and  dangerous ;  to  convince  the  Peo- 
ple of  it ;  or  to  convince  them  both  of  it. 
The  Treatment  they  have  given  his  Ma- 
jefty  is  fo  Cavalier,  that  they  could  hardly 

hope 
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hope  to  do  either  the  Firfl  or  the  Lafl ; 
they  mud  therefore  neceflarily  have  endea- 
voured to  effed:  the  Second,  which  was  to 
make  the  People  believe  it ;  and  this  they 
muft  have  done  either  before  they  had  de- 
clared their  Apprehenfions  in  Parhament^ 
or  after  :  If  before,  why  did  not  they  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People,  in  whom  the  Right  of  Judging  iti 
thefe  Affairs  is  lodgd  by  their  own  Con- 
fent?  If  afcer,  how  dar'd  they  to  appeal 
from  the  wSentence  of  a  Court  from  which 
there  is  no  Appeal  allowed  by  Law,  and 
which,  if  there  was,  would  have  Confe- 
quences  too  terrible  for  me  fo  much  as  to 
hint  at  ? 

This  Privilege,  which  they  have  aflum'd 
to  themfelves,  of  repining  at  the  Decrees 
of  the  Parliament,  and  of  difcufling  ovec 
again  thofe  Points  which  have  already  been 
determined  by  the  Legiflature  (a  Tiling 
not  even  allow'd  in  the  Houfe  itfelf)  they 
have,  unjuftly,  honour'd  with  the  Name  of 
the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  ;  which  being  a 
darling  Point  with  the  People  of  England^ 
and  confequently  a  proper  Inflrumenc  for 
fuch  wicked  Purpofes,  they  have  conti- 
nually, and  will,  without  doubt,  conftant- 
ly  reprcfent  in  Danger  ;  tho'  they  have  no 
ether  Rcafon  for  their  Apprchenfions,  than 
what  are  occafiond  by  their  being  inca- 
pable  of  confidering  any  thing  but  their 

own 
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own  perfonal  Interefl  themfelves,  and  con- 
fequenciy  of  expeding  to  meet  with  any 
elfe  in  others  ;  but  the  contrary  is  lb  true, 
that  neither  King  cr  Miniftry  had  ever  In- 
clination, mu€h  icfs  a  Thought  of  any 
thing  like  k  ;  very  far  from  it :  They  are 
as  fenfible  of  the  NecelTity  of  it,  as  the 
crueit  Patriot  can  be,  and  would  as  much 
abhor  the  Wretch  that  fiiould  engage  in  ib 
flagitious  an  Attempt ;  tho'  at  the  fame 
time,  they  may  poflibly  fear,  and,  1  be- 
lieve, as  the  Generality  of  confiderate  Men 
do,  that,  as  our  Conflitution  has  been 
more  than  once  preferv'd  by  a  good  Ufe  of 
that  Liberty,  fo  ic  will  be  ruin'd  at  lad  by 
a  bad  one. 

This  is  one  of  the  Subjed^s  upon  which 
thefe  Gentlemen  employ  their  Rhetorick. 
i  fubmic  it  to  your  judgment  who  beft  de- 
ferves  to  be  cfteem'd  an  Enemy  to  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Prefs,  the  Perfons  accufed,  or 
the  Perfons  that  accufc;  thole  that  have 
never  yet  ucter'd  one  Word  which  could  be 
conflrued  to  that  Senfe  they  are  pleafed  to 
put  upon  ic,  and  who  have,  both  in  pub- 
lick  and  privarfe  Converfacion,  exprefs'd 
themfelves  conftantly  to  a  different  Effe<5t; 
or  they  who,  by  a  monftrous  Abufe  of  ir, 
have  endeavoured  to  render  it  odious  both 
to  the  Prince  and  the  People.  Surely  thefe 
Men  mufl:  have  a  very  poor  Opinion  of  the 
Judgment  of  the  Publick,    it  they  could 

C  propofe 


(  "O 

propofe  Succefs  from  this  Proceeding  : 
They  could  hardly  hope  to  impofe  upon 
any  realonable  Man,  a  Belief  they  could 
not  entertain  themfelves,  without  being 
(what  every  one  knows  they  are  not,  and 
what  is  hardly  pofTible  they  Ihould  be)  as 
Weak  as  they  are  Wicked. 

I  ihall  therefore  leave  this   groundlefs 
Charge,   and  proceed  to  examine  another 
Point  which  has  made  much  Noife  the  lafl, 
and  will  probably  make  more  this  prefent 
SeflTion  of  Parliament :    This  is  the  Treaty 
concluded   at  Sevile    in  1719  5    and  from 
this  Battery  they  have  play'd  indefatiga- 
bly  ontheMiniflry.  They  were  very  fenfible 
that  they  had  the  mofl  Reafon  to  exped:  to 
deceive  the  Publick  in  an   Affair  of  this 
kind,  as  it  was  what  theGenerality  of  Men 
lead  underftood  ;    and  as  it  is  the  Vanity 
of  every  People,   but    more  efpecially  of 
our  own,    to  be  thought  knowing  in  Poli- 
ticks, fo  they  made  the  greatefl  Advantage 
Of  that  Weaknefs,   by  appealing  to  them 
as   the   propereft   and  bell  Judges :    They 
imprcv'd  a  Notion,    which  probably  firfl 
ow'd  its  Birth  to  themfelves,  that  a  Treaty 
mufl  be  a  bad  one,   if  it  adds  no  new  Ad- 
vantages, no  new  Acquifitions  to  what  we 
had  before;   whereas  Treaties  of  this  Kind 
are  never  to  be  expe(5ted  but  at  the  End  of 
a  fuccefsful  War  ;   they  are  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent Nature  in  a  Time  of  Peace.    In  this 

Cafe, 
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Cale,    al]  that  Men  of  Senfc  can  expcd-, 
or  Men  of  Honour  and  Juflice  can  defire, 
is  to  confirm  the  precedent  Treacles,    and 
to  preferve  the  Benefits  you  have  already 
obtained  from  thera,   by  thofe  you  make 
afterwards.     I  will   agree,  indeed,    that  in 
the  former  Cafe  a  Minifter  deferves  to  be 
hang'd  if  he  does  not  procure  Advantages, 
and  thofe  very  confiderable  ones,    for   his 
Country  ;    which  is  a  Truth  that  would 
have  filenced  a  certain  Perfon  of  their  Par- 
ry, if  he  had   not  more  Biafs  than  another 
of  a   different  Side  of    the  Queflion,    to 
whom  they  afcribe  a  great  deal. 

The  Occafion  of  the  Treaty  of   Sevi/e 
was  this  :    The  Treaty  which  was  conclu- 
ded at  Utrecht  in  the  Year  1713,  tho'  it 
put  a  Stop  to  all  violent  Proceedings  for 
fome  time,  yet  it  did  not  totally  extinguifh 
all  Animofities  between  the   Princes  con- 
cerned in  it  :   Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
real  Want  of  Judgment  in  fome  Miniflcrs, 
who  have  fmce  only  accus'd  orhers  of  ir, 
or  from  any  other  Caufe  (Corruption  only 
excepted,    which   furely  it   could  not  be, 
when  thofe  Minifters  have  fince  charg'd  it 
with  fo  much  Aflurance  on  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration^  I  fay,  from  whatfoever  Caufe 
it  proceeded,  it  is  undoubtedly  certain  that 
there  ftill  remain'd  a   general  Dilcontenr, 
which,    encreafmg   every  Day,    fecm'd  to 
threaten  Europe  with  a  new  Flame.    This 
C  %  Misfor- 
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Misfortune  was  the  Occafton  of  the  Treaty 
of  tiariGver^  the  Qiiadruplc  Alliance,  with 
fcvcrai  others  of  lels  Moment,  and  lafl  of 
all  this  Treaty  of  Sevile^  tlie  Subject  of 
our  prefeiit  Enquiry. 

To  fpeak  more  plainly  to  the  Point: 
The  Treaty  of  Sev'tie  owes  its  Being  to 
the  Animofities  either  rais'd  by,  or  iefc  un- 
cxtinguillVd  at  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  and 
to  an  Alliance  formed  in  Confequence  of 
them  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
Spain.  An  Alliance,  which,  as  it  was  high- 
ly formidable  to  Europe  in  general,  from 
the  Powers  concerned  in  it,  was  fo  much 
more,  to  Great  Britain  in  particular,  from 
the  Stipulations  it  contain'd,  which  tended 
to  no  lefs  than  the  Lofs  of  our  foreign  Pol- 
lelTions,  the  Ruin  of  our  Trade,  and  tlie 
Impofing  on  us  a  Sovereign  who  had  ren- 
der'd  (the  only  Happinefs  they  proposed  to 
have  left  us)  our  Liberties  of  noEfTed". 

This  being  the  Cafe,  I  think  it  had  fuf- 
iicienly  juftificd  the  Condud  of  our  Mini- 
fiers,  tho'  they  had  adually  done  what,  in 
Truth,  they  have  not  done  -,  tho'  if  they 
had  enter'd  into  Engagements  in  which  we 
were  to  have  born  the  greateft  Burthen, 
our  principal  Bufmefs  was  to  have  broken 
fo  dangerous  a  Conjundion  at  any  Ex- 
pence  v»^h2troever,  and  to  have  engag'd, 
on  our  Side,  fome  other  Power  capable  of 
rcfloring  the  Equilibrium   which  was  lod: 

before  i 
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before  }  die  firft  of  thefe  was  effe(2:ed  by 
the  Treaty  of  Sevile^  and  the  Jatcer  by  the 
AlJiance  with  France,  which,  as  much  as 
it  has  been  found  Fault  with,  was  certain- 
Jy,  according  to  all  humane  Probability, 
the  only  Step  that  could  have  fav'd  Europe 
from  univerlal  Monarchy,  or,  at  lead,  from 
a  general  War. 

We  will  here  allow  the  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  Side,  for  once,  that  what  they  fay  is  true, 
and  that  the  French  are  a  People  entirely  void 
of  Faith  and  Flonour,  totally  given  up  to 
their  particular  Interefls  ;  we  defire  no  bet- 
ter Argument  than  their  own  to  defend 
our  entering,  at  this  Jundure,  into  an  Al- 
liance with  that  Nation.  It  can  never  be 
their  Tnterefl  to  fuffer  another  Power  to  ag- 
grandize itlelf,  which  would  not  happen 
but  that  in  the  End  it  mufl  be  at  their  own 
Expence;  and  if  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
their  Intereft,  from  their  own  Principles, 
we  may  then  conclude  ourfeives  certain  of 
their  Fidelity. 

What  has  been  already  faid,  will  fuffice 
to  juftify  the  Miniflers  m  making  the 
Treaty  of  Sevile,  Their  Adverfaries  mull 
now  confine  themfelves  to  find  Fault  with 
the  Manner  in  which  it  v/as  made.  There 
are  but  three  Articles  in  it  that  deferve  the 
Attention  either  of  the  one  Side  or  the 
other.  In  is  true,  indeed,  an  honourable 
Member  (as  he  is  pkas'd  to  call  himfelf^ 

has 
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has  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  make  al- 
moft  every  Paragraph  ridiculous  ;  but  it  is 
foreign  to  my  prefenc  Defign  to  take  Notice 
of  any  thing  that  is  trifling  :  My  Purpofe 
is  only  to  give  you  a  general  Idea  of  the 
Bufmeis  you  are  to  have  a  Share  in,  and 
ro  enable  you  to  make  a  found  and  jufi: 
Judgment  of  moft  of  the  confiderable 
Points  of  it  in  particular. 

The  three  Articles  juft  mentioned,  are 
thofe  which  relate  to  Gibraltar  ,•  to  the  Re- 
lloration  of  our  Commerce  in  the  IVeft^ 
Indies,  and  to  the  Satisfadion  for  the  Lofles 
of  our  Merchants  in  thofe  Parts  ,•  and  to 
the  fettling  Don  Carlos  in  Italy,  The  two 
^irft  folely  concern  ourfelves;  the  laft  (as 
they  fay)  only  our  Enemies  ;  but  of  that 
hereafter. 

The  firft  is  that  which  relates  to  Qtbral^ 
tar.  This  Fortrefs  was,  almoft,  the  only 
Benefit  we  obtain'd  by  the  Succefs  of  our 
Arms  againft  France,  and,  perhaps,  it  was 
for  that  Reafon  iirft  infmuated  to  be  of  fo 
great  Importance,  which,  by  the  by,  is 
ilill  difputed  ;  but  however  that  Matter  is 
determined ,  there  is  one  Thing  certain,  that 
it  was  not  fecur'd  to  us  in  a  proper  Man- 
ner by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  that  the 
Difficulties  the  prefent  Adminiftration  have 
met  with  on  that  Account,  were  owing  to 
the  Errors  (  I  might  call  them  by  a  hariher 
Name  )  of  anotlier,  in  which  the  honour- 
able 
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able  Member  lately  mention'd  may  find 
one  of  his  dear  Friends  to  have  been  con- 
cern'd. 

Notwitliflanding  this,  both  the  honour- 
able  Member,  and  liis  Friend,  but  more 
particularly  the  latter,  have  been  very  for- 
ward to  accufe  the  Miniftry  of  Negligence  in 
this  very  Point ;  tho'  that  Gentleman  would 
do  better  to  let  any  thing  of  this  kind  en- 
tirely alone;  yet  he  would  be  more  excu- 
fable  in  meddling  with  any  other  Branch 
of  Pohticks  than  that  which  has  relation  to 
Treaties. 

I  beg  of  you,  Sir,  to  give  yourfelf  the 
Trouble  of  Reading  over  the  Treaty  we 
are  now  upon ;  it  will  be  the  propered 
Way  to  acquaint  you  with  the  Principles  of 
thefe  Men ;  you  will  find  Gibraltar  fecur'd 
to  us,  in  the  very  fecond  Article,  in  the 
firongeft  and  plainefl  Terms  that  can  be  de- 
vis'd  ,•  both  their  Bntannick,  Chridian, 
and  Catholick  Majefties  ■ —  promifing  and 
engaging  to  Guarantee  reciprocally  their  King- 
doms^  States^  and  ^Dominions  under  their 
Obedience  in  "juhat  Tart  of  the  IForld  foe^uer 
Jituate;  before  they  can  prove  that  this 
does  not  fully  comprehend  Gibraltar^  they 
mufl  firfl  prove  it  under  the  Obedience  of 
fome  other  Prince,  and  ficuated  m  the  Moon, 
or  fome  one  of  the  Planets. 

But  they  alledge,  That  we  would  have 
fpecifically    mentioned   Gibraltar^    without 

which 
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which  our  Right  to  that  Place  mud:  be  flill 
precarious,  and,  confequently,  liable  to  be 
again  difputed  by  Spain,  upon  any  new 
Difference  between  us :  And  here  they 
make  no  Allowance  for  the  natural  Vanity 
and  Pride  of  that  People,  which  it  would 
have  been  very  ridiculous  for  us  not  to 
have  indulg'd  them  in,  confldering  fuch  an 
Indulgence  could  not  in  any  refpecSt  be 
prejudicial  to  us  ;  and  that  it  could  not  be 
fo,  appears  very  plainly  :  For,  if  to  render 
the  Guarantee  effediual,  it  had  been  neceC* 
fary  to  mention  the  Dominions  guaranteed; 
Why  were  it  not  as  neceflary  that  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  iliould  be  likewife  no- 
minally inferred  >  How  could  his  Majefty 
be  fo  carelefs  with  refped  to  Hanover^  con- 
cerning which  they  infmuate  him  to  be  fo 
extremely  folicitous  ?  But  neither  the 
King,  nor  his  Minifters,  have  been  accused 
of  Negligence  in  any  of  thefe  Particulars. 

I  could  bring  innumerable  Inftances  of  In- 
fmuations  as  groundlefs  as  this  ;  but  there 
needs  no  more  to  Ihew  the  Unfairnefs  of 
thefe  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  the  Weaknefs  of 
their  Caufe. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  Point, 
which  relates  to  the  Refloration  of  our 
Commerce  in  the  IFeft  Indies,  and  to  the 
Satisfadion  for  the  Lofles  of  our  Mer- 
chants in  thofe  Parts.  Our  honourable 
Gentleman  took  care  always   to  magnify 

thefe 
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chefeLoflcs,  as  well  as  the  Indignity  of  the 
Ufage,  neither  of  which  needed  any  ether 
Colours  than  their  own  to  fet  them  otl  in 
a  Trading  Nation.  He  likewife  took  as 
much  Pains  to  convince  the  Publick,  that  a 
Minifter  deferv'd  the  mofl:  fevcre  Puniili- 
menrs,  if  he  fliould  negled:  to  procure  Sa- 
tisfaction in  this  Cafe  ;  endeavouring,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  make  the  fame  Pubiick  be- 
lieve, that  the  prefent  Miniiler  had  been 
guilty  of  that  Crime  ;  one  .would  fwcar  he 
had  thought  that  none  of  his  Countrymen 
were  able  to  read  ;  for  any  Man  who  can 
do  that,  is  capable  of  finding  that  he  infi* 
nuates  a  palpable  Falfehood.  The  third 
Article  of  the  Treaty,  containing  thefe 
Words  — ■  His  Catholkk  Alajefty  has  de^ 
claredy  as  he  declares  by  the  prefent  ArtidCy 
that  he  never  meant  to  grants  nor  will  fiiifer 
to  fub^fl,  by  Virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna, 
any  Privilege  contrary  to  the  Treaties  here 
above  confirm  d^  viz,  all  the  Treaties  of 
Commerce,  or  Treaties  of  Peace,  in  which 
Commerce  may  be  concern'd,  antecedent  to 
the  Year  172,5. 

This  Article  fufficiently  fecures  us  all 
that  we  can  defire,  with  refped:  to  our 
Trade,  which  is  re-eflabliihed  again  upon 
the  fame  Foot  on  which  it  was  eftabliilicd 
before,  with  the  fame  Privileges  co  the  Sub- 
jedts  of  Great  Britain^  and  with  the  fame 
Reftridlions  on  thofe  of  any  other  Coun- 
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try,  abolifhing  and  annulling  totally  thofe 
Engagements  which  Spam  had  encer'd  into 
wich  the  Empire,  to  our  Prejudice,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  our  Commerce  had  been 
greatly  obftruded  for  feveral  Years. 

As  to  the  Satisfadlion  for  the  LofTes  of 
our  Merchants,  notwithftanding  the  Confi- 
dence with  which  it  has  been  aflerted  that 
no  Care  was  taken  in  that  Particular,  that 
Aflertion  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  no- 
thing (excepting  the  Hearts  of  thofe  who 
pronounc'd  it)  can  be  falfer.  There  are  no 
lefs  than  five  Articles,  the  4th,  fth,  6th, 
7th,  and  8  th,  which  entirely  relate  to  this 
fingle  Point,  and  the  whole  Treaty  con- 
tains but  Sixteen. 

And  in  thefe  Articles,  CommifTaries  are 
to  be  appointed,  and  the  Manner  is  fettled 
for  adju fling  this  Difference,  a  reciprocal 
Promife  being  made  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  by  the  contrading  Parties,  the 
Kings  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain, 
that  Juftice  (hall  be  done  in  purfuance  to 
the  Determinations  of  the  faid  CommifTa- 
ries.  Can  any  thing  be  more  ludicrous  than 
the  Behaviour  of  thefe  Perfons,  who  ex- 
pert their  own  bare  Aflertions  Ihould  meet 
with  more  Credit  than  the  Oaths  of  the 
greatcfl:  Princes.  I  know  bur  one  thing 
more  ridiculous,  and  that  is,  That  the  fame 
Perfons  fhould  hope  to  bring  the  Publick 
over  to   their  Interefts,    by  doing  what 

would 
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would  be  the  greateft  AfTronc  to  a  private 
Man,  by  treating  them  as  if  they  had  not 
common  Senfe. 

The  third  -and  Jafl  Particular  we  are  to 
take  Notice  of  in  the  Treaty  of  Sevile^    is 
that  which  relates  to  the  SuccefTion  of  h:>on 
Carlos  to  the  Dutchies  of  Tnfcany^  Tanm^ 
and  Tlacentia^   which,    it  is  faid,    we  are' 
very  httle  concerned  in.     Nothing  can  be  a 
better  Proof   of   the  Notions  of  Honour 
which    thefe  Gentlemen  are  pofTefs'd   of, 
than  their  aflerting,    that  we  are  under  no 
Obh'gations  to  engage  in  this  Affair,  when 
at  the  fame  time  they  can't  deny  our  being 
Guarantees   of    the   Peace    of  Italy^    and 
bound  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  (if  there 
is  any  Solemnity  in  Treaties)   by  the  Qua- 
druple Alliance,  to  fee  the  Succeflion  effec- 
tuated.    The  Emperor,   we  fee,   has  fail'd 
in  his  Promife  ;     fo   that  it  is  now  the 
Time  for  us  to  exert   ourfelves  to  oblige 
him    to     it,    which    was     the    principal 
End  of  our   entering   into  that   Alliance. 
He  has  ihewn  us  plainly,    that  his  Tntcn. 
tions  are    quite  contrary  to  his   Engage- 
ments,   and  that  he  is  determin'd  to  keep 
to  himfelf  and  his  Family,  what,  if  he  had 
ever  a  Right  to,  he  has  no  Right  to  now, 
having,   long  fince,    made  it  over  to  ano- 
ther. 

The  Treaty  of  Sevile  is,   in  a  manner,  a 
Tranfcripc  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  ;    it 

D  1  differs 


(    52    ) 

differs  from  it  only  in  the  Change  that  is 
made  of  6000  Swifs  or  neutral  Troops,  for 
6000  natural  Spaniards,    However  fmall  this 
Variation  may  be  (and  furely  it 'does  not  feem 
much  for  the  Advantage  of  Spain  to  change 
the  bed  Troops  for  the  word  in  Europe^ 
yet  it  is  reprcfented  a  Thing  of  the  greateft 
Importance,  and  higheft  Injuflice  to  the  Em- 
peror ;    whereas  it  is  fo  far  from  being,  at 
leafl,  the  latter,  that  we  fliould  actually  be 
judificd    in    entering  upon   a  War  imme- 
diately with  him  upon  this  Account,  which 
mud  be  allowed  (even  by  the  honourable 
Member,    and  the  greateil  Champions  of 
Untruths)    to  be  a  Proceeding  fomething 
more  violent  than    that  which    we   have 
us'd. 

As  our  Honour  is  concerned  in  this  Affair,' 
fo   is  likewife  the  general  Intereft  of  Eu- 
rope, and  confequently  our  own  particular 
one.     We  formerly  oppos'd  France  when 
they  aini'd   at  universal  Monarchy,  when 
they  endeavour'd   to   enlarge  their  Domi- 
nions beyond  what  was  confident  with  the 
publick  Security,  we  were  never  blam'd  for 
this;   Why  then  fliould  we  be  found  fault 
with  for  oppodng  the  fame  Deflgn  in  the 
Emperor?    Would  that  grievous  Yoke  be 
more  infupportable  under  OiFrench  than  under 
a  German  Prince  ?  Whence  this  fudden  and 
extraordinary  Favour  to  that  People  ?   It  is 
fomething  new,  that  thcfe  Gentlemen  fliould 
be  partial  to  that  Quarter.  That 
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Tliat  die  Emperor's  Views  are  too  ad- 
vantageous CO  himfelf,  to  be  anywife  fafe  to 
us,  will  need  very  little  Proof.  If  we  ron- 
Tider  the  vafl  Extent  of  his  hereditary  Do- 
minions, the  Empire,  and  what  he  has  al- 
ready in  Italy^  we  fliall  eafily  perceive,  that 
with  this  new  Addition  of  Power,  he 
would  be  Mafler  of  near  one  third  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  that  he  wants  no  Inclination  to 
make  ufe  of  his  Power,  appears  from  his 
Engagements  with  Spain  in  17x5.  His  fole 
Aim  was  to  raife  another  Monarch  out  of 
the  Auflrtan  Family,  who,  like  Charles  the 
Fifth,  ihould  be,  in  a  manner,  Sovereign  of 
the  whole  World. 

But  to  the  great  Happinefs  of  the  Pub- 
lick  (tho*  to  the  great  Misfortune  of  fome 
private  Men)  his  Majefly's  prudent  Mea- 
fures  have  diflipated  this  Storm,  and  di- 
fpell'd  thofe  Clouds  which  were  gathered  by 
the  Ambition  of  an  ungrateful  Prince,  who 
owes  his  Being  to  that  very  People  he  has 
been  endeavouring  to  Ruin  :  fo  monftrous 
an  Inftance  of  Ingratitude  in  him  might  al- 
moft,  in  fome  Degree,  excufe  an  Adt  of 
Injuflice  in  us ;  furely  then  we  cannot  be 
blam'd  for  feeking  to  abridge  his  Power, 
by  a  religious  Adherence  to  our  Treaties : 
We  muft,  in  our  own  Defence,  and  in  the 
Defence  of  all  Europe^  confine  him  within 
thefc  Limits  which  were  fet  him  with  his 
pWM  Confent :  We  are  flrong  in  the  Al- 
liances 
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liances  we  have  wifely  procui:*d,  and  in  the 
Power  of  the  Princes  engaged  in  the  fame 
Quarrel ;  hut  we  are  flronger  flill  in  the 
Jullice  of  our  Caufe,  and  in  the  AlTiftance 
of  the  King  of  Kings. 

I  have  now  gone  thro',  with  as  much 
Concifenefs  as  poflible,  the  principal  Ob- 
jedions  to  the  Treaty  of  Sevile,  I  have 
confin'd  myfelf  as  clofely  as  I  could  to  the 
Subflance,  and  avoided  the  Shadow.  As 
for  all  artful  Infinuacions  and  groundlefs 
Cavils  (Arguments  conftantly  made  ufe  of 
in  a  bad  Caufe)  I  have  totally  neglec^fed 
them,  becaufe  they  fliew  more  the  Nature  of 
thofe  who  deal  in  them,  than  the  Nature  of 
the  Treaty  itfclf,  and  becaufe  you  will, 
very  fliortly,  hear  enough  of  that  kind  in 
another  Place.  My  fole  Defign  has  been 
(what  I  hope  it  will  ever  be^  to  ftate  the 
Matter  fairly,  and  to  prove,  that  our  En- 
gagements are  fuch  as  we  were  oblig'd  to 
enter  into,  in  Honour,  Confcience,  and  In- 
terefi.  We  ought,  therefore,  unanimoufly 
to  concur  in  the  Support  of  bis  Majefty  in 
thefe  Engagements,  and  that  the  more,  as 
we  fhould  have  been  oblig'd  to  have  done 
the  fame  Thing,  tho'  they  had  been  Icfs 
worthy  of  our  Approbation  ;  for  there  is 
a  Neceffity  that  the  Parliament  fhould  be 
very  tender  in  breaking  of  Treaties  their 
Princes  have  made,  fince,  without  it,  our 
Neighbours  would  have  very  httle  Confi- 
dence 
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dence  m  our  FriendQiip,  and  never  wane 
Pretences  for  the  Violation  of  their  Faith, 
it  being  the  only  Method,  in  that  Cafe, 
they  can  take  to  treat  with  us  upon  an 
equal  Foot. 

The  next  Thing  I  fhall  take  notice  of  is 
the  Affair  of  "Dunkirk,  which  deferves  our 
Confideration  more  for  the  Noife  that  has 
hQcti  made  about  it  already,    than  for  any 
that  it  will  probably  make  hereafter ;  tho', 
at  the  fame  time,  we  need  not  doubt  but  ic 
will  occafion  many  florid  Difcourfes,   and 
many  unjuft  Reflections   againft  the  Mini- 
Hry  ;    fince  it  is  the  Cuftom  of  the  Gentle. 
men  on  the  other  Side,  not  only  to  declaim 
upon  any  Point    as  long   as    the  Reafon 
for  their  Declamation  fubfifts,    but  as  long 
as  their  Refentments  endure,  which  is  gene- 
rally a  confiderablc  Time  longer :    Of  this 
we  had  a  very  flgnal  Proof,  the  laft  Seffion 
of  Parliament,    in  their  Condud   with  re- 
lation to  the  Affair  before  us  ,•  when  (nor- 
withstanding  the  Afllirances  of  the  King  of 
France,  that  "Dunkirk  fliould  be  put  into  the 
State  requir'd   by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
they  vented  their  Rage  from  Three  in  the 
Afternoon  'till  Three   the    next  Morning, 
nor  were  they  fatisfied  'till  they  had  facri- 
ficd  feveral  old  and  infirm  Members  to  their 
Indignation. 

It    is  impoffible    to  defcribe   the   little 
Tricks  and    Arts   made  ufe  of   by    that 
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Party  to  fucceed  in  this  Attach  upon  the 
Minillry.  The  Secrecy  of  their  Councils, 
and  the  Privacy  of  their  Meeting  had  more 
the  Air  of  a  treafonable  Defign  upon  the 
Government,  than  an  Accufation  of  a  Mi- 
nifter,  which  is  always  an  Undertaking  no 
Man  need  to  be  afliam'd  of,  when  it  is 
founded  upon  Reafon.  That  Caufe  mufl 
fure  be  weak  which  has  occafion  for  fuch 
Supports  as  thefe,  for  Truth  can  (land  up- 
on its  own  Legs,  and  confides  in  its  own 
natural  Strength. 

Their  Unfairnefs  was  as  great,"  as  their 
Management  was  mean  and  little.  They 
not  only  furpriz'd  the  Minifters  by  at- 
tacking them  where  they  lead  expected  it, 
and,  confequently,  where  they  were  leafl 
prepared  to  defend  themfelves,  but  they 
likewife  endeavoured  to  hinder  them  from 
having  a  Day  appointed  in  which  they 
might  vindicate  themfelves,  by  producing 
thofe  Papers  which  were  alone  capable  of 
clearing  their  Condudl,  at  the  fame  time 
prefling  hard,  that  their  own  Evidence 
might  be  heard  immediately,*  the  Defign 
of  which  was  very  obvious,  and  calculated 
only  to  prejudice  and  inflame  the  Houfe 
in  fuch  a  manner  againfl:  the  Minifiers, 
that  they  might  be  fent  to  the  Tower, 
without  having  Time  allow'd  them  for  their 
Juftification. 

Sue 
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But  the  Moderation  of  the  Hoiifc  ce- 
feated  all  their  Schemes,  and  a  Day  was 
appointed  ( as  it  was  highly  realbnablc 
there  iliould)  in  which  the  Accufers  and  Ac- 
cufed  ihould  debate  the  Point,  without: 
any  other  Advantages,  to  either  Party,  than 
what  the  Juflice  of  the  Caufc  fupplied  ;  the 
Confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  Mini- 
flers  clear'd  themfelves  to  the  Satisfaclioii 
of  the  Parliament,  and  made  it  appear,  that 
they  had  not  been  wanting  in  their  Endea- 
vours, to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Reparation  of 
the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Malice  of  the  oppofite  Party  was 
unmask'd,  and  expos'd  to  publick  View. 

They  ftill,  however,  pretend,  that  the 
Adminiftration  were  negligent  in  their 
Duty,  and  that  when  they  found  char  no 
immediate  Satisfaction  vras  to  be.  obcaind 
from  their  Remonftranccs  to  the  Court  of 
France,  they  fliould  have  inftantly  acquaint* 
ed  the  Parliament  with  it.  I  appeal  to  any 
reafonable  Man  (^not  to  the  Genclemen  I 
am  fpeaking  of)  whether  that  had  been  a 
prudent  Step,  efpecially  fmce  the  King  of 
France  continually  aHlired  us,  that  it  was 
not  done  by  his  Connivance,  and  that  he 
would,  very  loon,  rcdrefs  the  Grievance. 
Had  it  been  mentiond  in  Parliament,  it  had, 
in  Honour,  obliged  us  to  have  refcnted  ic 
in  a  Manner  which,  perhaps,  might  have 
had  very  dangerous  Confequcnces,  and  had 
E  obli>;cd 
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obliged  us   (in   cafe  the  French  were  as 
much   deccrmin'd   to  reftore   that  Harbour 
as  they  have  been  reprefented)  to  declare 
V/ar  againfl  France  :  How  capable  we  were 
of  any  thing  of  that  kind,  at  that  Jundlure, 
I  need  not  determine.     Any  one  that  re- 
rr,embers   with  how   much   Difficulty    the 
united  Force  of  the  Allies  withtlood  the 
finglc  Power  of  France  in  the  late  War,  will 
want  no  Arguments  to  convince  him,   that 
Great  Britain  alone  could  not  do  it  now, 
when  it  has  fo  many  other  Enemies  to  deal 
with,  efpccially,  if  (as  'the  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  Side  infmuate}  we  are  in  a  worfe 
Condition  than  we  were  before,  opprefs'd 
W'ith  Taxes,    and  loaded  with  a  Debt  of 
Nine  and  Forty  Millions. 

But  ''Dunkirk  is  now  once  more  demo- 
lifli'd :  Let  me  then  congratulate  the  Na- 
tion on  having  procur'd  a  Benefic  of  fo 
great  Importance,  with  fo  much  Eafe,  and 
without  any  Expence,  which,  had  we  taken 
another  Method,  we  could  never  have  ob- 
tain'd,  tho'  we  had  facrific'd  Thoufands 
and  fpent  Millions :  and  let  me  lament  the 
wretched  Fate  of  thofe  unhappy  Men  who 
have  labour'd  fo  long  to  no  other  Purpofe, 
but  to  flicw  the  World  they  oppofe  all  Mea- 
fures  that  are  advantageous,  and  advife  all 
Mcafures  that  are  pernicious  to  their  Coun- 
try .•  And  let  me  obfcrvc  one  Thing  more 
to  the  Honour  of  France^  that  by  their  Be- 
haviour 
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haviour  in  this  Affair,  they  have  fally 
clcar'd  themfclvcs  of  thofe  Sufpicions  of 
their  Fidelicy  which  have  been  unjduly 
thrown  upon  them,  by  doing  a  Thing  (ma- 
nifeftly  againft  their  Incercfl  to  do)  of 
their  own  free  Will,  which  no  Man  of  com- 
mon Senle  can  lay  we  could  have  (eafily, 
I  won't  fay  polTibly}  forc'd  them  to  againd 
their  Inclination. 

I   now  am  come  to  a  Subjed:,    which, 
from  the  Beginning,    has  caufed  great  De- 
bates, and  will  certainly  continue  fo  to  do; 
this    is   the  MainTenance   of   the    HeJJIan 
Troops,  a  Body  of  1 2000  Men  in  Germany^ 
which  we  have  taken  into  our  Pay  for  fomc 
Years,    fince  our  Quarrel  with  the  Empe- 
ror :    It  is  rcprefented  that  they  are  k^'^z 
up  only  on  Account  of  Hanover^    and  that 
this  is  a  Violation  of  the  A6t  of  Secclcment,' 
neither  of  which  is  true.     In  the  firll  Place, 
we  maintain  the  HejJian  Troops  in  order  to 
forrn^  in  a  fliort  Time,  if  Occafion  fliould  be, 
a  confiderable  Body  of  Men,  in  Conjundion  — i 
with  other  Troops  of  our  Confederates,  to     ' 
procedt  thofe  Countries  that  are  our  Allies, 
to  preferve  the  Neutrality  of  others,    and, 
ladly,    to  cover  the  'Dutch  from  the  Em- 
peror, without  which,  perhaps,  they  might 
not  be  able  to  keep  their  Engagements  with 
us.     As  to  the  Second,  That  it  is  a  Viola- 
tion  of    the  Adi   of  Settlement  ,    nothing 
can  be  a  more  malicious  and  ground iefs  Tn> 
E  z  fnuation. 
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ilnuarion.  Ic  is  very  certain,  that  by  that 
AcS  the  King  is  depriv'd  of  the  Pcwcr  of 
doing  any  thing  of  that  Kind,  but  the  Par- 
jiament  never  did,  nor  ever  could  have  de- 
figp/d  to  take  from  themfelves  that  Liberty  ; 
and  it  is  the  Parliament,  not  the  King,  that 
maintain  thefc  Forces;  fo  that  allowing  ail 
that  can  be  faid,  allowing  that  Hanover  is 
the  principal  Caule  of  this  Expencc,  it 
X  cannot,  in  any  rcfpcd:,  be  call'd  a  Viola- 
^T  tion  of  the  Ad:  of  Settlement ;  ic  may  as 
v;eli  be  faid,    that  becaufe  the  King  can 

raifc   no  Monev   without:   his  Parliament, 

■J  ' 

when  the  People  of  England  are  tax'd  by 
Parliament,  the  King  is  exercifing  arbitrary 
Power. 

But  farther:  I  can't  help  obferving  the 
Partiality  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  w'ho  con- 
demn his  prefent  Majefiy  for  doing  that 
very  Thing  which  King  James  the  Firft  is 
lb  univerfally,  and  lb  juftly,  condemn'd  for 
not  doing,  I  mean  the  Affair  of  the  Pala- 
tinate, which  he  fo  fcandaloufly  negledted. 
He  was  blam'd  for  not  prcted:ing  a  People 
of  the  reform'd  Religion,  and  abandoning  a 
Nation  which  might  have  been  ufefui  m  the 
Empire  to  the  Proreflant  Intered.  If  thefc 
Arguments  were  of  force  againd  the  Con- 
dud^  of  K\ng  James,  they  mud  be  of  equal 
force  to  juftify  the  Condud:  of  the  Pariia- 
nienr  now  ;  the  People  of  Hanover  being 
a  parallel  Cafv,   or  rather  fiill  more  defer- 

ving 
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vine  our  Protcdion,  as  the  Difficulties  they 
labour  under,   proceed  from  our  Quarrels, 

not  their  own.  t      'j    i     irr 

I  think  we  have  fo  far  clear  d  the  Way 
in  this  Affair  as  to  make  it  evident,  that 
there  is  a  NecclTity  for  maintainmg   thole 
Troops  as  long  as  our  prefent  Differences 
fubfiit,  and,  conlequcntly,  that  it  is  highly 
unreafonable  to  oppofe  it :   If  it  was  ob- 
jeaed   only,    that   the  Expence   was  too 
great,  and" that  they  might  be  fecurd,  on 
our  Side,  in  a  cheaper  Manner,  there  might 
be  fome  Appearance   of  Reafon   on   their 
Side,    tho'  even  that  has  not  yet  been,    and 
perhaps  may  not  now  be  poflibie. 

This    foreign   Army    has   always  given 
great  Uneafinels,   as  well  as  our  Standing 
Forces  at  Home.     The  pretended  Patriots 
launch  out  in  the  boldeft  Manner  upon  this 
Head  •    they  employ  all  their  Rherorick  to 
convince  the  Publick,   that  it  is  dangerous 
toour  Conaitution;    they  brmg  Examples 
out  of  ancient  and  modern  Hiflory  to  con- 
vince us  of  what  we  all  know,  that  mod  free 
Governments  have,  with  Time,    degenera- 
ted in:o  abfolure  Monarchy,   and  that  one 
of  tlic  Caufes  of  thofe  Revolutions  is  ge- 
r.crallv  an  Army  ;   but  they  are  not  fo  fair 
;is  to  own  the  original  Caufe  to  be  the  Cor- 
ruption and  Leviry  of  the  People,    which 
render  an  Army  necefTary  ;  that  is  the  Dif- 
eafe,  this  is  the  Remedy,  and  tho',  without 

doubt, 
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doubt,  they  are  both  very  terrible,  yet  the 
Misfortunes  that  at  length  fall  upon  a 
Country  under  thefe  unhappy  Circumftances 
ihould  not  be  afcrib  d  to  the  Badnefs  of  the 
Medicine,  but  to  the  Violence  of  the  Di 
ftemper,  which  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of 
Man  to  cure  ;  for  political,  as  well  as  na- 
tural Bodies,  are  fubjec^  to  Changes,  and 
have  eacn  their  Periods. 

In  lliort,  to  be  plain,  our  Country  is  in 
this  declining  State,  and  we  muii,  in  Time 
exped  the  fame  Fate  that  all  Governments 
have  haa  :    We  are  all  corrupted   and  de- 
praved, and  we  cannot  hope  to  difperfe  the 
impending  6tGrm  ;    we  can  only  propofe  to 
avert  ic  for  a  Time  ;    our  only  way  to  do 
this  is  to  maintain  a  Standing  Force :   Ic 
ought  to  be  as  fimU  a  one  as  is  confirienc 
With  the  publick  Security;    but  we  muO: 
remember  that  our  Neighbours  have  all 
great  Armies,  and  that  Force  is  only  to  be 
repell  d  by  Force ;  and  we  muft  likewile  re- 
member that  we  have  a  Pretender  to  the 
Throne,  and  a  divided  People;  we  cannot 
therefore  have  any  ProJpec^  of  maintaining 
ourfelves,  at  any  time,  againfl  Popery  and 
Slavery   witnout  an  Army;    and   we  mufl 
not  be  uncafy  at  this  prefent  confus'd  Con- 
?undture,  if  that  Army  is  more  numerous 
than  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace. 

It  naturally  occurs  to  me  now,   to  men- 
tion the  Ir^fi  Recruits ;  but  I  /hall  mention 


them 
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them  with  quite  a  different  View,  from 
thofe  wiio  have  made  fo  great  a  Noife 
about  them.  That  Affair  is  quite  over,  fo 
that  I  need  not  enter  into  the  Difpute  whe- 
ther it  was  juftifiable  or  not ;  I  fhalj  only 
infer  from  the  Eafinefs  with  which  his  Ma- 
jedy  gave  up  that  Point ;  how  httle  v/e 
have  to  apprehend  from  fo  gracious  a 
Prince,  and  to  obferve  that  our  terrible 
Army  has  not  leflen*d,  in  any  refpecft,  his 
Compliance  with  the  Defires  of  his  People. 

I  have  now  run  thro'  all  the  grand  Sub- 
jects of  Clamour.     I  have  endcavour'd  to 
explain  and  juflify  the  Meafures  of  the  Mi- 
niftry,    and  that  with  no  other  Intention 
than  to  convince  you  (as  I  think  I  ought 
to  endeavour  to  do,   as  I  am  convinced  of 
it  myfelf)   that  their  Views  are  folely  fee 
on  the  Welfare  of  their  Country,    as  the 
Views  of  their  Opponents  are  folely  i'QZ  on 
the  Welfare  of  themfelves.     If  I  have  let 
fall  fome  Expreflions  that  may  appear  too 
harfh,  as  it  is  poffible  I  may  have  done  in 
the  Heat  of  my  Difcourfe,  I  hope  you  will 
impute  them  to  their  true  Caufe,   the  In- 
dignation that  fires   every   honed  Man  to 
fee  the  Innocent  accus'd  unjuftly,   and  to- 
fee  that  noble  Virtue,    Patriotifm,   bafcly 
cmploy'd  as  a  Cloak  to  Ambition. 

I  might  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  No- 
tice of  the  Infmuations  of  char  Set  of  Men, 
with  refpedtro  the  NegoriatioiiS  of  the  Mi- 

niikrs 


(  34  ) 

gifters  now  faid  to  be  carrying  on  with  the 
Emperor,  which  imply  no  lels  than  thac 
they  repent  of  their  former  Engagements 
with  Spain^  and  are  now  throwing  them- 
felves  into  the  Hands  of  another  Power : 
but  this  I  am  confident  is  falfe ;  and,  were 
it  true,  I  cannot  help  obferving  how  un- 
fair thefe  Men  are,  who  are  equally  dif- 
pleas'd  with  the  Mcafures  of  the  Miniflers, 
whether  they  are  good  or  bad,  whether  they 
arefuch  as  they  themfelves  have  approved  or 
difapprov'd. 

This  is  a  mod  convincing  Proof,  that 
they  are  Enemies  to  the  Man  and  not  to  his 
Actions,  which  has  been  always  efteem'd  a 
Sign  of  groundlefs  Prejudices,  and  unjulli- 
fiablc  Refencments ;  as  Men  who  are  ca- 
pable of  being  biafled  by  fuch  Motives, 
iwve  always  been  abhorr'd,  and  deem'd  the 
Bane  of  human  Society. 


FINIS. 
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